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As I retire from Chuo Sogo after 17 wonderful years, I find myself looking back with great fondness on my very first days
with the firm. At the time, I was happily working in the legal department of a company in Kyoto when personal circum-
stances required me to return to Tokyo. During my interview with Abo Chiyu sensei, he told me that, once hired, I would
serve as the "frontman" for all English-language client communications — and that is exactly what came to pass.
When I joined, the Tokyo Office had just four or five attorneys and a small support team. Over the years, I have watched
with pride as the firm grew steadily. Today, Chuo Sogo Tokyo Office has expanded to 31 lawyers supported by a much
larger team. Yet through all that growth, the close-knit, family-style culture that first welcomed me has never changed.
It has been truly rewarding to work alongside the exceptional legal talents that Chuo Sogo has nurtured over these years.
I 'am deeply grateful for the opportunities you gave me, the friendships we built, and the trust you consistently placed in
me. Thank you for making this journey so meaningful and memorable.
I wish you all continued success and every happiness in the years ahead.
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